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Mathematics at Signature School

Signature School students participate in an internationally-based mathematics curriculum that
is fully compliant with Indiana’s Academic Standards. Mathematics serves as an excellent
medium through which to convey the interdependence of cultures because mathematics itself is
a global work in progress. To study mathematics is to learn a language that transcends national
boundaries and that transcends time itself. It is to participate in an unceasing conversation that
began as soon as humans first reflected on such universal pursuits as marking distance,
counting, building shelter, molding a vessel to contain liquid, and tracking the luminescent orbs
of a nighttime sky.

Although mathematics begins in common experience and now employs symbols universally
understood, its historical development is a study in cultural diversity. Students at Signature
School trace this historical development in order to appreciate the contributions of particular
cultures to the collective body of mathematical work. In so doing, they learn the power of
mathematics to articulate and solve problems, and they learn to wield this power themselves in
preparation to enter the world as informed, engaged, and capable adults.

Class Materials

Materials required for the class include the textbook, a 12-inch ruler, a compass, a protractor,
graph paper, colored pencils, and a scientific calculator. A TI-83 Plus or a TI-84 graphing
calculator, rather than a scientific calculator, is recommended but not required.

Grading

The grading scale is set at ten points. Quarter-term grades are the average of total points
earned on tests and quizzes, homework, projects, and reports. Mid-term grades are a weighted
average of the first two quarter-term grades (40%) and the mid-term exam (10%). Final grades
are a weighted average of the final exam (10%), the mid-term exam (10%) and the four quarter-
term grades (80%). Late assignments will be accepted only at the start of the next class period
and will suffer a 20% penalty at a minimum. Late assignments will not necessarily be graded in a
timely fashion, and students who turn in late work do so at their own risk. Grades will be
regularly posted.

Miscellany

The onus for making up work missed due to absence lies with the student. Assignments will be
posted on the class website which can be found by clicking the obvious links on
http://www.tshughes.com, or go to http://siggeometry.wikispaces.com. The onus for making up
work missed due to absence lies with the student. Missing a day of school does not excuse the
student from preparing for the next class meeting. Students who miss class should find out
what is required for the next class by contacting another student or by contacting the instructor
either by telephone or by e-mail. They may also may check one of the two class websites (see
above). Extra practice is available online at the text website:
http://www.glencoe.com/sec/math/geometry/geo/geo 04/index.php/in/2004.

Instructor Information
Name: S. Hughes; School Telephone: 421-1820; e-mail: Shannon.Hughes@signature.edu







